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Dear Holy Spirit Family, 

 

On Ash Wednesday we were all invited to the “observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination 

and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s 

holy Word” (BCP 265). These themes identified in the Ash Wednesday liturgy are certainly the 

themes of the season of Lent and ones that I pray each of us will faithfully engage this year.  

They are, however, not the only themes of Lent.   

 

Lent has a long and varied history in the church.  For much of history, Lent was a time to 

prepare recent converts to the faith for baptism (which occurred at the Easter Vigil), so it was 

less a time of wallowing in our wickedness and depravity, and more about growing into who 

we are intended to be. The term “lent” even has its roots in this idea – it means a 

lengthening, as in a lengthening of days, a time in which the light overtakes the darkness, an 

anticipation of the arrival of spring.   

 

This anticipation is how I find myself 

experiencing Lent this year.  There is 

much to change as we head through the 

spring.  Shortly after Easter we will send 

Karen and Drew off with our blessings 

and prayers as they enter a new phase in 

their ministry.  Likewise, Bryn will 

graduate, be ordained (God willing), and 

begin her new ministry at St. Michael’s 

and All Angels in Blanco & St. Nicholas in 

Spring Branch.  We have many 

celebrations ahead of us! 

 

We also have the great joy of preparing 

to welcome Evan and Erika Hierholzer to 

Holy Spirit in the late summer.  Evan has 

been assigned by Bishop Reed to us to 

serve our curate, and I am more than 

excited to see him joining our staff soon!  

There will be more opportunities in the 

future to meet Evan and Erika, but in the 

meantime, I have included a short 

introduction in this letter.  Please keep 

Welcome Evan & Erika Hierholzer! 

 

 
 

Greetings Holy Spirit! Our names are Evan and Erika 

Hierholzer. Evan is originally from Fredericksburg, Texas, 

and Erika comes from Venezuela. We both currently live 

and work in San Antonio--Erika as a sales coordinator for 

a trucking company, and Evan as a hospice chaplain. We 

both love the Hill Country and enjoy hiking, traveling, and 

exploring creation. Erika and I are thrilled to join the Holy 

Spirit family in Dripping Springs, and we cannot wait to 

begin serving with you and exploring what God has in 

store for us in your community. We are excited to share 

our stories with you and to have you share yours with us! 
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Evan and Erika in your prayers as they prepare themselves to make a transition into our 

community. 

 

Last week in his sermon, Br. James Dennis reminded us that Lent is about change.  Ready or 

not, we certainly have our fair share of change coming.  And these changes in our parish life 

are simply emblematic of the many changes we face everyday – in our communities, our 

families, and our individual lives.  

 

For some, change is welcome. For others, it may be very uncomfortable.  Regardless of how 

we feel about it, there is one thing we can say about change: it is forward-looking, it is hope 

for a different future.  As you enter this holy season, I encourage you to do the hard work to 

which we are called on Ash Wednesday, but don’t stop there.  Embrace change.  Leave 

behind that which is past and look forward to what God is calling you to be.  Allow the “God 

of hope to fill you will all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit” 

(Rom 15:13).   

 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Chris + 

 

 

 

 


